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• WHII.2 The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of the political, cultural, 
geographic, and economic conditions in the 
world about 1500 A.D. (C.E.) by 

– c) describing the distribution of major religions; 



What do these symbols represent? 

 



What do these symbols represent? 

 



What do these symbols represent? 

 



What do these symbols represent? 

 



What do these symbols represent? 

 



What do these symbols represent? 

 



These are the five major religions of 
the world during the 1500s! 

 

ISLAM 

BUDDHISM JUDAISM 

HINDUISM CHRISTIANITY 



 



 



 
Religion 

A set of beliefs concerning the cause, 
nature, and purpose of the universe 

Vocabulary 



Vocabulary 

• Monotheism 

– One god 

Monotheism 

Belief in one god 



Vocabulary 

 

Polytheism 

Belief in many gods 



Vocabulary 

 

Deity 

A god 



Vocabulary 

 

Prophet 

A person who speaks for a god, by divine 
inspiration 



Vocabulary 

 

Doctrine 

Something that is taught 



Vocabulary 

• Caste 

– Social class 

Caste 

Social class 



Vocabulary 
Reincarnation 

Life after death 



Vocabulary 

  

Karma 

Fate, Knowledge that all thoughts and 
actions result in future consequences 



Vocabulary 

 

Sacred 

Related to being religious 



Vocabulary 

 

Tradition 

Long-established pattern 



 



Spread of Religions 

• By 1500 A.D. (C.E.), the five world religions had 
spread to many areas of the Eastern 
Hemisphere. 



Spread of Religions 

• They were spread by traders and trade routes 

– Including the most famous called…  



Spread of Religions 

• They were spread by traders and trade routes 

– Including the most famous called… The Silk Road 



 

Judaism: started in the Middle East and spread mostly to 
Europe 



 

Christianity: started in the Middle East and spread mostly to 
Europe (more popular than Judaism) 



 

Islam: started in the Middle East and spread mostly to 
Northern Africa and Southern Europe 



 

Hinduism: started in India and spread to other most of the 
Indian “subcontinent”  



 

Buddhism: started in India and spread to east and southeast 
Asia 



• Now the five major religions spread across 
Europe, Asia, and Africa like below. 



• Now the five major religions spread across 
Europe, Asia, and Africa like below. 



Essential Questions 

• Where were the five world religions located 
around 1500 A.D. (C.E.)? 



 



• STANDARD WHII.15a 

• The student will demonstrate knowledge of 
the influence of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 
Buddhism, and Hinduism in the 
contemporary world by 

• a) describing their beliefs, sacred writings, 
traditions, and customs. 



Religious beliefs, sacred writings, 
traditions, and customs 

• Five world religions have had a profound 
impact on culture and civilization. 

– Judaism 

– Christianity 

– Islam 

– Buddhism 

– Hinduism 



Religious beliefs, sacred writings, 
traditions, and customs 

• Many religions have sacred ceremonies for  

– Birth 

– Death 

– Marriage 

– Coming of age 



Religious beliefs, sacred writings, 
traditions, and customs 

• Judaism 

– Monotheism 

– Ten Commandments of moral and religious 
conduct 

– (holy book) Torah: Written records and beliefs of 
the Jews 

– God is known by the names: 

• Yahweh 

• Jehovah 

– Abraham was the prophet who started it 



Religious beliefs, sacred writings, 
traditions, and customs 

• Christianity 

– Monotheism 

– Jesus as Son of God 

• A prophet  

– Life after death 

– New Testament: Life and teachings of Jesus 

– Establishment of Christian doctrines by early 
church councils 

• Belief in Heaven and Hell 

• Christmas 



Religious beliefs, sacred writings, 
traditions, and customs 

• Islam 

– Monotheism 

– Muhammad, the prophet 

– Allah, the God 

– Qur’an (Koran) (holy book) 

– Five Pillars of Islam 

– Mecca and Medina are holy cities 

• Mecca is the holiest and requires a pilgrimage at least 
once in your life 

  



Religious beliefs, sacred writings, 
traditions, and customs 

• Buddhism 

– Founder: Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha) 

– Four Noble Truths 

– Eightfold Path to Enlightenment 

– Spread of Buddhism from India to China and other 
parts of Asia, resulting from Asoka’s missionaries 
and their writings 

– Reincarnation: Rebirth based upon karma 

– Karma: Knowledge that all thoughts and actions 
result in future consequences 

 

 



Religious beliefs, sacred writings, 
traditions, and customs 

• Hinduism 
– Many forms of one God 

• (polytheistic and monotheistic) 

– Reincarnation: Rebirth based upon karma 

– Karma: Knowledge that all thoughts and actions 
result in future consequences 

– Holy text: Vedas 

– Pilgrimage to Ganges River for… 
• Bath 

• Release ashes 



 



Essential Questions 

• What are some characteristics of the five 
major world religions? 



 


